Saint Barbara Greek Orthodox Church
8306 NC HWY 751

Durham NC 27713 919-484-1600
fatherstavroforos2012@gmail.com
www.stbarbarachurchdurhamnc.com
News & Announcements

May 17, 20260

Sunday of the Blind Man
Kvpiaxn tov Tvglov

WELCOME TO OUR GREEK
FESTIVAL

The Holy Apostles Andronicus and Junia 5/17/2026
Theophanes and Nectarios, Builders of the Holy Monastery of Varlaam of
Meteora 5/17/2026
Nicholas the Younger who was martyred in Metsovo, Epirus 5/17/2026
Theodotos the Martyr of Ancyra & the 7 Virgin-martyrs 5/17/2026
Athanasios, Archbishop of Christianopolis 5/17/2026
The New Martyrs of Batak, Bulgaria 5/17/2026



http://www.stbarbarachurchdurhamnc.com/
http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=58
http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=2106

9:00 Start Time

Great Doxology & Divine Liturgy

To Our Visitors and Guests

We welcome you to worship with us today, whether you are an Orthodox
Christian or this is your first visit to an Orthodox Church, we are pleased to
have you with us. Although Holy Communion and other Sacraments are
offered only to baptized and chrismated (confirmed) Orthodox Christians in
good standing with the Church, all are invited to receive the Antidoron
(blessed bread) from the priest at the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy. The
Antidoron is not a sacrament, but it is reminiscent of the agape feast that
followed worship in the ancient Christian Church. After the Divine Liturgy
this morning please join us in the Church Hall for fellowship and
refreshments. Please complete a Visitor’s Card before you leave today and
drop it in the offering tray, or give it to one of the parishioners after the
service, or mail it to the Church Office.

The Sunday Epistle Reading

You, O Lord, shall keep us and preserve us.
Verse: Save me, O Lord, for the godly man has failed.

The reading is from Acts of the Apostles 16:16-34

IN THOSE DAYS, as we apostles were going to the place of prayer, we were
met by a slave girl who had a spirit of divination and brought her owners
much gain by soothsaying. She followed Paul and us, crying, "These men are
servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to you the way of salvation."
And this she did for many days. But Paul was annoyed, and turned and said
to the spirit, "I charge you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her."
And it came out that very hour. But when her owners saw that their hope of
gain was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the market
place before the rulers; and when they had brought them to the magistrates
they said, "These men are Jews and they are disturbing our city. They
advocate customs which it is not lawful for us Romans to accept or practice.”



The crowd joined in attacking them; and the magistrates tore the garments
off them and gave orders to beat them with rods. And when they had
inflicted many blows upon them, they threw them into prison, charging the
jailer to keep them safely. Having received this charge, he put them into the
inner prison and fastened their feet in the stocks. But about midnight Paul
and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were
listening to them, and suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the
foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were
opened and every one's fetters were unfastened. When the jailer woke and
saw that the prison doors were open, he drew his sword and was about to
kill himself, supposing that the prisoners had escaped. But Paul cried with a
loud voice, "Do not harm yourself, for we are all here." And he called for
lights and rushed in, and trembling with fear he fell down before Paul and
Silas, and brought them out and said, "Men, what must I do to be saved?"
And they said, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your
household.” And they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all that were
in his house. And he took them the same hour of the night, and washed their
wounds, and he was baptized at once, with all his family. Then he brought
them up into his house, and set food before them; and he rejoiced with all his
household that he had believed in God.

Zu Kupig, puAagaig nuac kai diarnpnoaig nUac.
ZTiX. Z@doov pe, Kupig, 0TI EKAEAOINEV OOI10G.

Npa&eig AnooToA®V 16:16-34 TO avayveoua

Ev TaiG NUEPAIG EKEIVAIG, £YEVETO OE NOPEUOHEVMV NUAV EIG NPOCEUXNV
naidioknv Tiva €xoucav nveipa nUOwWvoOG anavrijoal NUiv, NTIG épyaciav
noAARV NApEeiXe TOIG KUPIOIG aUTHG HaVTEUOHEVN. aUTn kaTakoAouBrnoaoca T@
NavAw kai 76 Zika ékpale Aéyouoa: oUTol oi GvBpwnol doiiAol Tol Oeoi Tol
UyioTou £ioiv, OITIVEG KaTayyEAAOUCIV NIV 030V OWTNPIAG. ToUTO O€ £noiel
€ni noAAag nuépac. dianovnOeic d€ 6 NMailAog kai EnIoTPEWYAC T NVELPATI
gine’ napayyéAAm ool év 76 ovopaTi 'Incod XpioToil £éE€AOEIV an’ auTiic. kai
€EfAOeV aUTi TiH Wpa. 'I60VTEG O€ oi KUpIoI auTiG 0TI EERABEV N €ANiG THG
€pyaoiag autdv, EmAaBopevol Tov MadAov kai Tov ZiAav eiAkucav €ig TRV
dyopav £ni Touc GpxovTac, kai npocayayovreG alTouc ToiC oTPATNyoiG einov:



ouUToI oi ivBpwnol EKTapacaouciv RP@V THV NOAIV 'Touddiol UNAPXOVTEG, Kai
katayyEAAouoiv £€0n a ouk £E£0TIV NIV NapadEXecOal oUSE NOIEIV 'Pwpaiolg
oUOI. Kai CUVENEOTN 6 BXAOC KAT aUT®V. Kai Oi OTPATNYOI NEPIPPREAVTEC
auTdv Ta ipaTa ékéAevov papdilelv, NoANAG T EMOEVTEG aUTOIC NANYaAg
£€Balov i pUAAKNV, NapayyeiAavTeg 1@ SECHOPUAAKI AOPAAGG THPEIV
auToug" 0¢ napayyeAiav ToiauTnv eiAnPw¢ EBalev auTouG €iG TRV E0WTEPAV
(QUAAKNV Kai Toug N6dag auT@v RoPaliioaTo £ig To EVAov. Kata d€ 10O
pecovukTiov NMadAog kai ZiAag NnPooEUXOHEVOI UHVOUV TOV OOV: £NNKPOOVTO
O€ auT@V oi SECHIOL. APV OE OEICHOG EYEVETO HEYAC, WOTE oaAeuBijval Ta
Ospélia Tol deopmTnpiou, avewyxdnoav T napaxpipa ai Oupal ndoal kai
NAvVTWV Ta Seopa aveDn. EEUnvog 8€ YEVOHEVOG O SEOCHOPUAAE Kai IdwV
Avewypévag Tag OUpag TG PUAAKIiG, oNnacapevog paxaipav EHEAAEV EQUTOV
avaipeiv, vVoui{wv EKNEPEUYEVAI TOUG SECHIOUG. £POVNOE O PWVI HEYAAN O
MNaidAog Aéywv: PndEV NPAENG 0EauT@ KAKOV" ANAVTEG yap EC0HEV EVOADE.
aiTnoag 8€ PATa €ICENNONOE, Kai EVTPOHOG YEVOHEVOG NPOCENECE TM MaUuAw
Kai T@ ZiAg, kai npoayaywv auToug £Em £pn" kUpIol, Ti HE O€T NOIEIV Iva 0wO®;
oi 8¢ ginov* nioteucov £ni Tov KUpiov 'Incoiliv XpioTov, kai cwbron ou Kai o
0ikOG oou. kai éAdAncav alTé Tov Adyov Tol Kupiou kai néo1 Toic v Tij oikia
auTol. kai napalaBwv alTouG £v €Keivn TH WPA THG VUKTOG EAOUCEV Ano TOV
nAny®v, kai €BanTtiodn auTog kai oi alTol NAVTEG napaxpijpa, avayayov TE
auToUC €ic TOV oikov alTol napednke Tpanedav, kai AYyaAAIGoaTo Navoiki
NENICTEUK®WG T® O£@.

The Gospel According
to John 9:1-38

At that time, as Jesus passed by, he saw a man blind from his birth. And his
disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was
born blind?" Jesus answered, "It was not that this man sinned, or his
parents, but that the works of God might be made manifest in him. We must
work the works of him who sent me, while it is day; night comes, when no
one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world." As
he said this, he spat on the ground and made clay of the spittle and anointed
the man's eyes with the clay, saying to him, "Go, wash in the pool of Siloam"
(which means Sent). So he went and washed and came back seeing. The
neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar, said, "Is not this



the man who used to sit and beg?" Some said, "It is he"; others said, "No, but
he is like him." He said, "I am the man." They said to him, "Then how were
your eyes opened?" He answered, "The man called Jesus made clay and
anointed my eyes and said to me, 'Go to Siloam and wash'; so I went and
washed and received my sight." They said to him, "Where is he?" He said, "I
do not know."

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it
was a sabbath day when Jesus made the clay and opened his eyes. The
Pharisees again asked him how he had received his sight. And he said to
them, "He put clay on my eyes and I washed, and I see." Some of the
Pharisees said, "This man is not from God, for he does not keep the sabbath."
But others said, "How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?" There was a
division among them. So they again said to the blind man, "What do you say
about him, since he has opened your eyes?" He said, "He is a prophet."

The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight,
until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight, and
asked them, "Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does
he now see?" His parents answered, "We know that this is our son, and that
he was born blind; but how he now sees we do not know, nor do we know
who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age, he will speak for himself." His
parents said this because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had already
agreed that if anyone should confess him to be Christ he was to be put out of
the synagogue. Therefore, his parents said, "He is of age, ask him."

So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and said to
him, "Give God the praise; we know that this man is a sinner." He answered,
"Whether he is a sinner, I do not know; one thing I know, that though I was
blind, now I see." They said to him, "What did he do to you? How did he open
your eyes?" He answered them, "I have told you already and you would not
listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you too want to become his
disciples?"” And they reviled him, saying, "You are his disciple, but we are
disciples of Moses. We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this
man, we do not know where he comes from." The man answered, "Why, this
is a marvel! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my



eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners, but if anyone is a
worshiper of God and does his will, God listens to him. Never since the world
began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a man born blind. If
this man were not from God, he could do nothing." They answered him, "You
were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?" And they cast him out.

Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, "Do
you believe in the Son of man?" He answered, "And who is he, sir, that I may
believe in him?" Jesus said to him, "You have seen him, and it is he who
speaks to you." He said, "Lord, I believe"; and he worshiped him.

‘Ek ToU Kata Toavvnv 9:1-38
EUayyeAiou TO Avayvwopa

T® ka1pd €keivw, napaynv €idev avOpwnov TUPAOV £k yeveTiic. Kai ApaTnoav
auTov oi padnrai alTol AéyovTeg papi, Tig papTev, oUTOG i oi YOVEiG
auTod, iva TupAOC yevvnoii; anexpidn 'Incoic: olTe oUTOC RpapPTEV 0UTE Oi
YOVEIG auTol, aAl’ iva pavepwOii Ta Epya ToU Ocol £v aUT®. EUE OeT
€pyalecOal Ta Epya ToU NEPYPYAVTOG HE EMG NHEPA €OTIV* EPXETAI VUE OTE
oudeic duvarail ¢pyalecBal. 6Tav év TG KOOH® ®, PAC €ipl Tol kOopOoU. TalTa
€in®V ENTUCE Xapai Kai €noinoe NNAOV £k ToU NTUCHATOG, Kai ENEXPICE TOV
nNAOV €ni ToUG 6POAApoUC Tol TUPAOU Kai ginev alT@* Unaye vipar €ic TV
koAupBnOpav Tol SIAwap, 6 EppunveveTal AnecTaApEvoc. anijAOev ouv Kai
éviparo, kai AABe BAEnwv. Oi oUV YEITOVEG Kai 0i BEWPOTVTEG aUTOV TO
npoTepov OTI TUPAOC v, EAeyov* oUy oUTOC £0TIV O KABAHEVOC Kai
npooairt®v; dAAol EAeyov 6TI 0UTOG 0TIV dAAOI BE OTI OHOIOG AUTE £0TIV.
¢Keivoc EAeyev OTI Y €ipl. EAeyov oUV auT®* N@MC AvewxOnoav oou oi
o0@BaApoi; anekpidn keivog kai einev: GvOpwnog Aeyopevoc 'Incolic nnAov
£noinoe kai £N€XPIoE Pou TOUC OPOAApOUC Kai €iné poi* Unaye €ig TV
KOAUHBNOpav Tol ZIAwap Kai vigal* aneAO®v d€ Kai VIYAHEVOG

avéBAewa. ginov oUv auT®* nod £0TIv €Keivoc; AEyel" oUk 0ida. “Ayouasiv
aluTOV NPOC ToUC DApPIcAiouc, TOV NOTE TUPAOV. AV SE oaBBaTov OTe TOV
nNAOv €noinoev 6 'Incolc kai AvéwEev auTod ToUC 6(pOAAPOUC. NAAIV oUV
APAOTWV auTov Kai oi Papicdiol NAC avéBAewev. 6 3¢ einev alToic' NnAOV
£n€ONKE pou £ni TouC OPOAApOUC, Kai éviyapny, kai BAEénw. EAeyov olv €k



TGV Papicaiov TIVEC' oUTOG 0 GvBpmnoc ouk £0TI napa Tol O=ol, 6TI TO
cappartov oU TnpEi. GAAol EAeyov' n@¢ duvatal Avopwnog apapTwAog Tolaiita
onpEia NoIEiV; Kai oXiopa AV £v alToic. A€youot T@ TUPA® NAAIV' oU Ti AEYEIG
nepi alTol, 6T1 AVOIEE ooU TOUC 6POAApOUC; 6 3¢ €inev 6TI NPOPATNG

¢0Tiv. oUK £€nioTeucav ouv oi 'Touddiol nepi auTod 6TI TUPAOC AV Kai
AveBAsWev, £0)G OTOU £PWVNOAV TOUG YOVEIG auTol ToU avaBAEyavTog Kai
APAOTNOAV aUTOUC AEYOVTEC" OUTOC £0TIV O UIOC UP@®V, OV UPEIC AEYETE OTI
TUPAOC £YEVVAON; NGC olV GpTi BAENEI; AnekpiOnoav 3& auToiG oi YOVEIG
auTol Kai €inov* oidapev 6TI 0UTOC £0TIV O UIOG U@V Kai 6T1 TUPAOC
€yevvnON' n@¢ 3¢ vilv BAENE!I oUK oidAMEY, N TIG AVOIEEV auTOU TOUG
0@POaApoUG NHEIG OUK OIdAaPEV' auTog NAIKIav €Xel, aUTOV EpWTNOATE, AUTOG
nepi ¢autol AaAnoel. TaliTa ginov oi yoveic autod, 6T1 £poBolivro Toug
"Ioudaioug" RSN yap ouveTEBeIVTO oi 'Iouddiol iva, €éav TIG alTOv OHoAoynon
XpIoTOV, nocuvaywyog yévntal. 31a ToiTo oi YOoVEic auTol ginov 611 RAIKiav
£xel, aUTOV £pWTAOATE. £PWVNOAv oUV £k SEUTEPOU TOV GvBpwnov 6¢ AV
TUPAOG, Kai ginov alT@* 30c 3oEav T¢ Oe@®" NUEIC oidapev 6TI 0 GvOPWNOG
oUTOG AUApTWAOG £0TIV. ANEKPION OUV £KETVOC Kai €iNev' i AUApPTWAOG £0TIV
oUK 0ida- £v 0ida, 6TI TUPAOG BV GpTI BAENW. einov 8& alT@® nahiv' Ti £noince
ool; N®C fvoIEE oou TouC OPOaApOUC; dnekpibn alToic' einov Upiv AdN, Kai
OUK AKOUOATE" Ti NAAIV OEAETE AKOUEIV; PN Kai UPEIG OEAeTE aUTOU padnrai
vevéaBai; £éA0130pnoav auTov Kai einov: oU & padnTHC ékeivou* RPEIG 8& Tol
MwUoEWG E0PEV padnTai. NUEIG oidapev 0TI Mwioel AeAaAnkev 0 Oeoc" ToliTov
3¢ oUk oidapev noOBev £oTiv. anekpidn 6 GvOpwNOC kai einev alToic' €v yap
TOUT® OaUPAOCTOV £0TIV, OTI UPEIC OUK 0i0AaTE NOOEV £0Ti, KAl AVEWEE HOU TOUG
0(pOAAHOUG. OIdAapEV JE OTI AUAPTWAGDV 0 O0G OUK AKOUEI, AAN’ €av TIG
0€00€BNC N Kai TO O£ANPa auTod noifj, ToUTou dkouel. £k Tol ai@voc oUK
AKoUGON O6TI HVOIEE TIC OPOAAPOUC TUPAOT YEYEVVNHEVOU. Ei PR AV OUTOC
napa =0, o0k A3UVATO NoIEiv 0UdEV, AnekpiOnoav kai einov alT@: év
apapTiaig ou £YevvnOnG OAoG, kai ou S18A0KeIG NUEAG; kai EEEBalov auTov EEm.

"Hkouaoev 0 'Inooiic 611 £E€Balov auTov £€Em, Kai EUPMV aUTOV €inev alT@* oU
NIOTEVEIG €iG TOV VIOV ToU Oeoli; anekpidn €keivoc Kai €ine* Kai Tic €01, KUpIg,
iva mioTebon €ic alTov; €ine 8¢ alT® 6 'Incolc kai £é@pPakac auTov Kai O
AAA@V HETAO GOU EKEIVOG £0TIV. 0 OE £PN° NIOCTEU®, KUpPIE® KAl NPOCEKUVNOEV
auT®.
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WELCOME HOME!

“Therefore welcome one another
as Christ has welcomed you,
for the glory of God.

A Message from Father Stavroforos:

Welcome to Saint Barbara Greek Orthodox Church! Although we trace our formal beginnings to July 11, 1945,
when local immigrants met to organize themselves into a Greek Orthodox parish, we are part of the worldwide
Orthodox Christian Church that began on the day of Pentecost in Jerusalem as described in the Acts of the Apostles,
and today spans the globe from Palestine to Japan, Greece to Tanzania, Russia to

Argentina, England to Korea, and Romania to Kenya. Initially established by men and women of Greek

descent, St. Barbara Church today reflects the

American experience.

Although we are part of one of the largest Christian communions in the world, many visiting St. Barbara for the first
time ask: What is the Greek Orthodox Church?

The best way to answer is with more questions: Did you know that every book of the New Testament was originally
written in Greek? Did you know that the Apostle Paul preached in Athens not far from the

Parthenon and wrote five letters to the Churches he established in Corinth, Philippi and Thessalonika that are today
books of the Bible?

Who are we? The answer is actually very simple: We are that Church written about on the pages of the New
Testament some 2,000 years later!

Newcomers and visitors are always welcome at St.

Barbara. While I hope | can help you learn more about our parish and the faith we Orthodox Christians

confess, | hope — above all else — that you will personally come visit St. Barbara and pray with us on any given
Sunday. You will discover an ancient yet dynamic faith, a welcoming Church family, and perhaps even a spiritual
home where you can plant roots to deepen your relationship with Christ in the Holy Spirit.

+ Fr. Stavroforos Mamaies

CHURCH MINISTRIES & PROGRAMS

For more informationVisit the Contact page of our website to further your inquiry:

Stbarbarachurchdurhamnc.com

Sunday School Classes
Sunday School classes for ages pre-school through high school meet on Sunday mornings from September through
May. Classes begin following Holy Communion and last approximately 40 minutes.

HOPE & JOY
The combined youth groups of HOPE (kindergarten thru second grade) and JOY (third through sixth grades) meet for
fun activities that reflect the Orthodox Christian faith, tradition, and life.



GOYA - Greek Orthodox Youth of America
GOYA ministers to our teens in junior high and high school, offering opportunities for fun, fellowship, education and
service. GOYA seeks to lead our young people into experiencing the Orthodox faith and equip them with the
knowledge necessary to assist them on their journey to becoming active sacramental members of the living Church of
Jesus Christ.

YAL - Young Adult League
YAL’s mission is to serve our young adults (ages 18 and up), leading them to the fullness of the Faith and likeness of
God. By utilizing the four circles of Christian living, Worship, Witness, Service and Fellowship, young adults are
integrated into the life of the Church, enabling them to become active members of the body of Christ.

Acolytes (Altar Servers)
This ministry is open to boys and young men who desire to assist the Priest in the celebration of the Sunday Divine
Liturgy and special services throughout the year. Altar boys serve on a rotating basis, enhancing the worship
experience for themselves and the assembled community.

Greek Dance Troupe
The Saint Barbara Greek Dance Troupe welcomes anyone interested from kindergarten age and up. The group meets
for practices and develops the basics of a variety of
traditional Greek dances. The troupe performs in traditional costume throughout the Saint Barbara Greek Festival and
at other local events.

Choir

The choir is open to all who wish to sing the music of the Divine Liturgy. If you enjoy singing in a group and wish
to join others in learning, rehearsing, and enhancing the worship service, please consider joining the choir. The choir
sings a capella in four parts (soprano, alto, tenor, and bass) in both Greek and English. The Greek sections are also
provided in English phonetics; knowledge of Greek is not necessary.

Ladies Philoptochos Society
The mission of the Philoptochos is to promote charitable, benevolent and philanthropic outreach, to preserve the
sanctity of life and family, and to perpetuate and promote our Orthodox faith and traditions. Our local chapter also
sponsors a Medical Ministry program that provides
support to the families of Orthodox patients undergoing life-saving treatments at area hospitals.

AHEPA Chapter #277
The American Hellenic Educational Progressive Association promotes Hellenism, education, philan-
thropy, civic responsibility and family and individual excellence. The men of the Saint Barbara AHEPA are integral
to the support of the Parish.

Greek Language Classes
Greek language instruction begins the first week of
October and continues through the school year. Volunteer instructors teach various levels of modern Greek to adults
and children. Classes are held Saturday mornings. All tuition money is donated to the Saint Barbara Building Fund.

OCF - Orthodox Christian Fellowship

Fr. Stavroforos is the Spiritual Advisor for OCF, the official Orthodox campus ministry at Duke University in Durham
and UNC-Chapel Hill. OCF meets on campus for religious edification, philanthropic and social activities, and to
promote fellowship among Orthodox
students.



OUR PARISH HISTORY

The Parish of Saint Barbara traces its formal beginnings back to 1945 when a group of Greek immigrants
in the Durham-Chapel Hill area met to organize themselves into a Greek Orthodox parish, which was
formally incorporated in 1946. The prayerful words used by the initial steering committee capture perfectly
the spirit of the founding members: "Almighty God, enlighten us so that as individuals and as a committee
we might bring to completion with full success the task which we have undertaken, always faithful to the
divine traditions and teachings of our Church."”

From 1950 to 2007, the Greek Orthodox Church of Saint Barbara was located on Watts St. in Durham.
Although that church served our needs for many years and is associated with many fond memories for our
Saint Barbara family, in 2000 we purchased the land parcel on Highway 751, and launched our dream of a
new church to serve our growing community.

On November 1, 2009, we held the first Divine Liturgy in our beautiful new Byzantine-style church, which
serves as a beacon of Orthodoxy in the Greater Triangle area. The stained-glass
windows in the administrative wing and
narthex, and the icons in the icon screen and elsewhere in the new sanctuary, are an enduring legacy from
our first Saint Barbara home on Watts St.

HOURS OF SUNDAY WORSHIP
Orthros (Morning Prayers): 9:00 a.m.
Divine Liturgy: 10:00 a.m.
Please consult the Parish Newsletter, website or Sunday Bulletin for times of special
feast day celebrations

OUR LOCATION
8306 NC Highway 751 Durham, NC 27713
1/2 mile south of I-40 Exit 274

For more information about the Saint
Barbara community or the Greek Orthodox faith please visit our websites:
Stbarbarachurchdurhamnc.com

WE NEED YOUR STEWARDSHIP

In the Old Testament we read about Nehemiah. After seeing the crumbling walls of Jerusalem, he
called the people to “Rise up and build." Nehemiah doesn't do it alone. He inspires the people, sharing
his vision. And the response of the people? "Let us rise up and build."

This story and the words of Nehemiah (2:19) call us today, not just to building and rebuilding with
bricks and mortar, but also to a deeper, spiritual building — the rebuilding and renewal of our faith. As



Orthodox Christians, we are called to respond to God's gifts with faithful stewardship. Like Nehemiah,
we are called to "rise up and build," carrying on God’s work in our parish our community and in the
world.

This call of Nehemiah to "rise up and build" invites us to become active members of the Church, the
Body of Christ, to join in ministry and contribute according to our abilities. As Orthodox Christians, we
understand that stewardship is a joint effort of all the members of the community. Every member has a
role to play.

Stewardship 1s not a matter of “how much is it?” or “how much is needed?”” Stewardship and
generosity are aspects of spiritual discipline and an indication of our spiritual maturity. In stewardship
we acknowledge that all we have is a gift from God and we are to use His gifts in ways that honor Him.
This transforms our understanding of the blessings in our life. It prompts us to use our blessings for the
good of others and for the glory of God.

Just as the walls of Jerusalem were broken through neglect or indifference, a neglected spiritual life can
also become dilapidated and broken. The words of Nehemiah call us to renew and rebuild our
commitment to our faith, and our dedication and support for our Church and her ministries.

Nehemiah's response is a great example for us. He was moved by compassion and faith. He saw the
need, and his heart was stirred. He didn't ignore the problem; he embraced it as his own. This is the first
step in true stewardship: seeing the needs of God's Church and responding with love and sacrifice.

Nehemiah prayed. Before any action, Nehemiah turned to God. He understood that true rebuilding,
both physical or spiritual, begins and ends with God. Stewardship is not about our own strength, but
about God working through us.

Nehemiah planned and acted. Prayer without action is just empty words. Nehemiah meticulously
planned, secured resources, and then courageously led the work. Stewardship is practical; it is
intentional, requiring wise planning, and diligent use of our God-given abilities and resources.

Nehemiah inspired others. He didn't just command. He shared his vision. He ignited a spark in the
hearts of the people, reminding them of their importance in this process. This is crucial for our parish
stewardship ministry. We lead by example, inspiring one another to participate, to offer their unique
gifts for the good of our Church.
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Today Festival Hosts for 5/17

Dedicated Parishioners & Friends of St. Barbara

Today’s Scheduled Narthex Greeters for 5/17

John Biggs
Kerri Zaferatos

Our Chantor

Will return June 14th

Our Volunteer Choir Director

Panos Messis
Will return May 24

Assistant Volunteer Choir Director

Costa Constantinou
Will returen May 24

Volunteer Organist

Eleni Christakos
Will return May 24
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Holy Ascension

Thursday May 21, 2026

Doxology & Divine Liturgy 10:00 am
Tnc Avoainyemc

21 Mauov Ieuntn

AoEoloyia kot Oeta Aettovpyta 10 Ttu

The Lord Jesus passed forty days on earth after His Resurrection from
the dead, appearing continually in various places to His disciples, with
whom He also spoke, ate, and drank, thereby further demonstrating His
Resurrection. On this Thursday, the fortieth day after Pascha, He
appeared again in Jerusalem. After He had first spoken to the disciples
about many things, He gave them His last commandment, that is, that they go forth and proclaim His
Name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. But He also commanded them that for the present, they
were not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait there together until they receive power from on high,
when the Holy Spirit would come upon them.

Saying these things, He led them to the Mount of Olives, and raising His hands, He blessed them; and
saying again the words of the Father's blessing, He was parted from them and taken up. Immediately a
cloud of light, a proof of His majesty, received Him. Sitting thereon as though on a royal chariot, He
was taken up into Heaven, and after a short time was concealed from the sight of the disciples, who
remained where they were with their eyes fixed on Him. At this point, two Angels in the form of men
in white raiment appeared to them and said, "Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into Heaven?
This same Jesus, Who is taken up from you into Heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen
Him go into Heaven" (Acts 1:11). These words, in a complete and concise manner, declare what is
taught in the Symbol of Faith concerning the Son and Word of God. Therefore, having so fulfilled all
His dispensation for us, our Lord Jesus Christ ascended in glory into Heaven, and sat at the right hand
of God the Father. As for His sacred disciples, they returned from the Mount of Olives to Jerusalem,
rejoicing because Christ had promised to send them the Holy Spirit.

It should be noted that the Mount of Olives is a Sabbath's day journey from Jerusalem, that is, the
distance a Jew was permitted to walk on the day of the Sabbath. Ecumenius writes, A Sabbath day's
journey is one mile in length, as Clement says in his fifth Stromatis; it is two thousand cubits, as the
Interpretation of the Acts states.” They draw this conclusion from the fact that, while they were in the
wilderness, the Israelites of old kept within this distance from the Holy Tabernacle, whither they
walked on the Sabbath day to worship God.
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GREEK FESTIVAL

SAT. MAY 16 SUN. MAY 17

11am-8prPm 1TTAM-TPM

ST. BARBARA GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

8306 NC Hwy 751, Durham, NC ¢ ' mile south of 1-40 Exit 274
Free Admission ¢ Fun for All Ages « Rain or Shine!

Delicious Greek Food & Desserts Marketplace Featuring:
Greek Taverna Unique Vendors
Continuous Greek Music Artwork, Crafts & Ceramics
Folk Dance Performances Jewelry, Fashions & Souvenirs
Church Tours Attic Treasures Sale
www.durhamgreekfestival.org support our festival sponsors!
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Portion of proceeds to benefit Ukraine relief & local charities Py



