Saint Barbara Greek Orthodox Church
8306 NC HWY 751

Durham NC 27713 919-484-1600
fatherstavroforos2012@gmail.com
www.stbarbarachurchdurhamnc.com
News & Annhouncements

December 29, 2024

Sunday after Nativity

Kvpraxn ueta tnv Xpiorov I svvnory

14,000 infants (Holy Innocents) slain by Herod in Bethlehem 12/29/2024

Our Righteous Father Marcellus, Abbot of the Monastery of the Unsleeping Ones 12/29/2024

Our Righteous Father Thaddeus the Confessor 12/29/2024
Afterfeast of the Nativity 12/29/2024

George, Bishop of Nicomedia, Poet of Asmatikons, Kanons, and Troparia 12/29/2024

Morning Matins 9:00 am
Morning Great Doxology starts at 9:45 am
Morning Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.
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http://www.stbarbarachurchdurhamnc.com/
http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=358
http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=359
http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=2440

The Sunday Epistle Reading

God is wonderful among his saints.
Verse: Bless God in the congregations.

The reading is from St. Paul's Letter to the Galatians 1:11-19

Brethren, I would have you know that the gospel which was preached by me is not man's
gospel. For I did not receive it from man, nor was I taught it, but it came through a
revelation of Jesus Christ. For you have heard of my former life in Judaism, how I persecuted
the church of God violently and tried to destroy it; and I advanced in Judaism beyond many
of my own age among my people, so extremely zealous was I for the traditions of my
fathers. But when he who had set me apart before I was born, and had called me through his
grace, was pleased to reveal his Son to me, in order that I might preach him among the
Gentiles, I did not confer with flesh and blood, nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who
were apostles before me, but I went away into Arabia; and again I returned to Damascus.
Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas, and remained with him fifteen
days. But I saw none of the other apostles except James the Lord's brother.

OaupaoTog 0 Oe0G £V TOIG Ayioig auTol.
2TiX. 'EV 'EKKANOCiaIG EUAOYEITE TOV O€0v.

NMpog NaAdarag 1:11-19 10 avayvwopa

AdeA@OI, yvwpilw OE UiV, adeAgoi, TO elayyeAiov TO elayyeAioBev Un’ €uold, OTI oUK 0TIV
kaTa dvepwnov. OUdE yap Eyw napa avbpwnou napeAaBov auTo, oUTe €D10AxOnV, ahAa o1’
anokaAuwewc Inood XpioTol. HkouoaTe yap TNV €unv avactTpo@nv note v T® Touddiop®,
0TI KaB' unepBoAnv £diwkov TNV kkAnaiav Tol Beol, kai €ndpBouv aUTrV* Kai NPOEKONTOV &V
T® Touddiop® UNEP NOANOUC CUVNAIKIOTAG £V TA YEVEI JOU, NEPIOCOTEPWC (NAWTNG UNAPXWV
TGV NATPIKOV Pou napadocewv. OTe O UOOKNOEV 0 BEOC 6 APOPIoAC PE €K KOIAIQG UNTPOG
HoU Kai kaheéoac dia TAC xapiToc auTol, anokaAUuwai Tov uidv auTod €v €uoi iva ebayyeAilwpal
auToV €V TOIC £BveaDlv, EUBEWC 0U NPooaveBEUNV oapki Kai aipaTi: oudE avijAbov &ic
TepooodAupa npo¢ Touc nNpo £uold anooToAouc, AAAG aniABov €ic ApaBiav, kai naAiv
UnéoTpewa €ic Aapaokov. "Ensita YeTa £1n Tpia avijABov eic TepoaodAupa ioTopioal MeTpov,
kal énéueiva npoc alTov ApEPac dekanévTe. “ETepov ¢ TAV ANooTOAWV OUK €100V, & Ui
TakwBov TOV adeApoOv ToU Kupiou.



The Sunday Gospel Reading
The Gospel According to Matthew 2:13-23

When the wise men departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a
dream and said, "Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain
there till I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him." And he
rose and took the child and his mother by night, and departed to Egypt, and remained
there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the
prophet, "Out of Egypt have I called my son."

Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, was in a furious
rage, and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region
who were two years old or under, according to the time which he had ascertained
from the wise men. Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: "A
voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her
children; she refused to be consoled, because they were no more." But when Herod
died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying,
"Rise, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who sought
the child's life are dead." And he rose and took the child and his mother, and went to
the land of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaos reigned over Judea in place of his
father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream he withdrew to
the district of Galilee. And he went and dwelt in a city called Nazareth, that what was
spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled, "He shall be called a Nazarene."

'Ex ToU Kata MaTtOaiov 2:13-23
EvayyeAiou TO Avayvmopa

‘Avaxwpnoavtwyv Og auT®v idou ayyelog Kupiou qaivetal kat’ ovap T® Iwong Aéywv:
gyepBeic napdhaBe 1O naidiov kai TRV unTépa auTol kai Ppelye €ic AiyunTov, kai o601
EKET EWC AV €inw gol* pEAel yap ‘Hpwdng ¢nTeiv 1O naidiov ToU anoAéoar auTo. 'O d¢
gyepBeic napéhaBe 1O naidiov kai TAV UNTEPa auToU VUKTOC Kai AVEXWPNOEV €iC
AiyunTov, Kai Qv €kel e TAc TEAeUTAC ‘Hpwdou, iva nAnpwdf TO pnoev Und Tol
Kupiou d1a Tol npopriTou AéyovToc: €€ AiyUnTou €kAAeoa TOV Uidv pou. ToTe ‘Hpwdng
idwv OTI Evenaixbn uno TV paywyv, €Bupwen Aiav, kai anooTeidag aveile navtac Toug
naidac Touc v BnBAsgy kai €v ndol Toig opiolc aUTAG ano dIETolc Kai KaTWTEPW, KATA
TOV XpOvov OV NKPiBwoe napd TV Paywv. TOTE ENANPwOn TO pnbev Uno Iepepiou Tol
NPOPNTOU AEyovToC: pwVN &v Paud nkouaBn, Bpfivoc kai KA\auBuog kai 6AUpuOC
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noAUC "PaxnA kAaiouoa Ta Tékva auTic, kai oUk fiBeAe napakAnBivail, 0TI oUK €ioiv.
TeAeutnoavTog O ToU "Hpwdou idou ayyeAog Kupiou kat’ ovap ¢aiveral T® Iwong &v
AiyUnTwAéywv: €yepBeic napaiaBe 1O naidiov kai TV UNTépa auTol kai nopevou €ic
yAlv ‘IopanA: TeBvnkaal yap oi {nTolvteg TRV Wuxnv 1ol naidiou. 0 d¢ &yepbeig
napéAape T naidiov kai THV UNTépa auTol kai AABev eic yiiv 'TopanA. akoloac d¢ Tl
'ApxeAaoc BaoiAevel éni TAC ‘Toudaiac avti ‘Hpwdou 1ol natpoc auTol, £EpoPrndn kel
aneAO&iv: xpnuaTioBeic 0 kaT  Ovap avexwpnoev &ic Ta pEpn TAG MaAiAaiag, kai ENBwv
KaTwkKNOoev €ic NOAIV Aeyopévnv NalapeT, Onwc nAnpwOi TO pnbev did TV npoPpnTidV
011 Nalwpdiog kAnonoesTat.

Saday 1 Fadt Famity



LIFE OF SAINT BASIL THE GREAT

Saint Basil the Great was born about the end of the year 329 in Caesarea of Cappadocia, to a family
renowned for their learning and holiness. His parents' names were Basil and Emily. His mother Emily
(commemorated July 19) and his grandmother Macrina (Jan. 14) are Saints of the Church, together
with all his brothers and sisters: Macrina, his elder sister (July 19), Gregory of Nyssa (Jan. 10), Peter of
Sebastia (Jan. 9), and Naucratius. Basil studied in Constantnople under the sophist Libanius, then in
Athens, where also he formed a friendship with the young Gregory, a fellow Cappadocian, later called
“the Theologian." Through the good influence of his sister Macrina (see July 19), he chose to embrace
the ascetical life, abandoning his worldly career. He visited the monks in Egypt, in Palestine, in Syria,
and in Mesopotamia, and upon returning to Caesarea, he departed to a hermitage on the Iris River in
Pontus, not far from Annesi, where his mother and his sister Macrina were already treading the path of
the ascetical life; here he also wrote his ascetical homilies.

About the year 370, when the bishop of his country reposed, he was elected to succeed to his throne
and was entrusted with the Church of Christ, which he tended for eight years, living in voluntary
poverty and strict asceticism, having no other care than to defend holy Orthodoxy as a worthy
successor of the Apostles. The Emperor Valens, and Modestus, the Eparch of the East, who were of
one mind with the Arians, tried with threats of exile and of torments to bend the Saint to their own
confession, because he was the bastion of Orthodoxy in all Cappadocia, and preserved it from heresy
when Arianism was at its strongest. But he set all their malice at nought, and in his willingness to give
himself up to every suffering for the sake of the Faith, showed himself to be a martyr by volition.
Modestus, amazed at Basil's fearlessness in his presence, said that no one had ever so spoken to him.
"Perhaps," answered the Saint, "you have never met a bishop before." The Emperor Valens himself was
almost won over by Basil's dignity and wisdom. When Valens' son fell gravely sick, he asked Saint
Basil to pray for him. The Saint promised that his son would be restated if VValens agreed to have him
baptized by the Orthodox; Valens agreed, Basil prayed, and the son was restored. But afterwards the

Emperor had him baptized by Arians, and the child died soon after. Later, Valens, persuaded by his
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counsellors, decided to send the Saint into exile because he would not accept the Arians into
communion; but his pen broke when he was signing the edict of banishment. He tried a second time
and a third, but the same thing happened, so that the Emperor was filled with dread, and tore up the
document, and Basil was not banished. The truly great Basil, spent with extreme ascetical practices and
continual labours, at the helm of the church, departed to the Lord on the 1st of January, in 379. at the
age of forty-nine.

His writings are replete with wisdom and erudition, and rich are these gifts he set forth the doctrines
concerning the mysteries both of the creation (see his Hexaemeron) and of the Holy Trinity (see On the
Holy Spirit). Because of the majesty and keenness of his eloguence, he is honoured as "the revealer of
heavenly things" and "the Great."

Wednesday — January 1 — Feast of St. Basil the Great
Matins and Divine Liturgy starting at 9:00 am
Teraptn — 1 Iavovaprov — Eoptn tov Aytov Baoctiieiov
OpBpog ka1 Oera Asrtovpyra apyilovtog otig 9:00 ..

May the new year bring you an abundance of
amazing opporhmities, beautiful moments, and
joyful experiences. May your positive actions ¢
attitude inspire others. Ilay you be brave enough

to take on and overcome rewarding challenges. [flay

you find yourself in high spirts & excellent health

May you love with all your heart and find peace in
even the most turbulent of times. May the love you
give aways find its way back to you multipled. And
may you forever be filed with the hope ¢ strength

necessary to make your dreams a reality

~Lero Dean -

With God AU Things Are Jlossible!



RELIGIOUS CALENDAR:

January 2025

1 — Wednesday -New Year’s Day/St. Basil — 9:00 am
5 — Sunday Before Epiphany — 9:00 am
6 — Monday - Holy Theophany — 9:00 am
7 — Tuesday - Synaxis of Saint John the Baptist — 9:00 am
12 — Sunday after Epiphany — 9:00 am
17 — Friday - Saint_Anthony the Great — 9:00 am
19 — 12*:Sunday of Luke — 9:00 am
26 — 15 Sunday of Luke — 9:00 am
30 — Thursday — Feast of the Three Hierarchs — 9:00 am
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TO ALL ©OUR
VOLUNTEERS!

WE ARE BLESSED TO SERVE WITH YOU

Today’s Scheduled Coffee Hour Hosts 12/29

Choir

Today’s Scheduled Narthex Greeters for 12/29

Kerri Zaferatos
George Delagrammatikas

Our Volunteer Chantors

Nicholas Georgiou
Pete Marinos

Our Volunteer Choir Directors

Panos Messis
Costa Constantinou

Our Volunteer Organist
Eleni Christakos
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ADULT BIBLE STUDY WILL RESUME ON
THURSDAY JANUARY 9TH AT 6:30 PM
TOPICS TAKEN FROM THE SUNDAY LECTIONARY
Saint Barbara Greek Orthodox Church
8306 NC HWY 751
Durham, NC 27713

919-484-1600

For information Contact
Father Stavroforos by Email

fatherstavroforos2012@gmail.com
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PRAYER FOR
DIRECTION IN THE
NEW YEAR

Lord, | seek direction in the new year,

| pray that you will direct me in the name of
Jesus.

Lord, | refuse to work in darkness in the
coming year,

So please light my path and teach me the
right thing to do.

| pray that your Holy Spirit will be my guide
throughout the year

| pray that your Holy Spirit and power will
protect my family, friends, and me in the
new year in the name of Jesus

- .

THE GRACEFUL CHAPTER
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Saint Barbara General Meeting Schedule

Philoptochos General Meetings
4™ Sunday of Month after Church in the Conference Room

Philoptochos Board Meetings
Sunday prior to the Last Sunday of the Month after Church
at a TBA offsite location

Parish Council General Meetings
Second Monday of the Month by Zoom
or in the Conference Room 6:30 pm

UNC-OCF
Monday Nights
7:00 pm — Panera Bread in Chapel Hill

Adult Bible Study
Thursday Nights in the Conference Room 6:30 pm

AHEPA Chapter # 277
General MeetingsThird Sunday of the Month after Church
in the Conference Room

Greek School & Greek Dance
Saturdays — Classrooms at Church
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